Major surgery in von Willebrand's disease.
Two patients with von Willebrand's disease underwent major surgery, the first had aortic valve replacement and the second a total hip replacement. Clinically, the best practical test for monitoring the dose of cryoprecipitate necessary to maintain haemostasis was the bleeding time. The response to coagulation factor replacement in von Willebrand's disease is extremely variable, and it is necessary to maintain close coagulation monitoring until the patient's surgical condition is satisfactory for discharge from hospital.